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Press Release

First Hospitality Group Inc. Shares the Rebirth of the Chicago’s Theater District  

Rosemont, Ill.- June 27, 2005—First Hospitality Group Inc. (FHG), has announced plans to convert the upper floors of the Majestic Building, which houses the Shubert Theater in Chicago, into a hotel.  The hotel phase of a decade-long effort to establish a theater district in the Loop, will involve redesigning the top 17 floors of the 20-story building, will be finished spring 2006.  The plan is for a 135 room Hampton Inn. 

“We are excited about the project and being involved with the rebirth of the Chicago Theater District,” said Robert Habeeb, FHG President and COO.  “Our hotel will be a great addition to the cities revitalization of this historic area” he said “it fits well into FHG’s strategic growth initiatives.  We continue to look for opportunities where we believe we can make a difference.”
The Shubert Theatre was opened on New Year's Day in 1906, then known as the Majestic Theatre. The Majestic Building, the tallest building in Chicago when it was first built, became a Chicago landmark. The Majestic closed during the Great Depression, but about 15 years later was reopened as the Sam Shubert Theatre. 

The Shubert stage became home to an astounding array of classic plays and musicals, with earlier classics such as "Annie Get Your Gun, "Carousel, “and "Guys and Dolls" and more recent favorites such as "Rent, "Cabaret" and the pre-Broadway engagements of "The Goodbye Girl" and "Victor/Victoria."

First Hospitality Group Inc. is partnering with the Nederlander Organization, which has owned the Majestic Building, at 22 West Monroe Street, since 1991 and Northern Realty Group of Northbrook, Il.  Nederlander will retain ownership of the theater and will be part owner of the hotel, along with First Hospitality Group and Northern Realty Group. 
Once completed, the Hotel will have about 75 full and part-time employees.  Guest rooms will offer large, well-lit work areas, remote control color cable TV and state-of-the-art card-key guest room security systems.


 “The hotel is the perfect addition to our portfolio.  Located only within few blocks from the opera, the symphony, the Art Institute and Millennium Park,” said Wendy Stevens, Vice President of Sales & Marketing.   “We like the combination of a hotel and a theater because it allows us to book packages that will help the hotel on weekends.”

First Hospitality Group Inc. (FHG), founded in 1985, specializes in the development management and ownership of hotels.  Currently FHG has a portfolio of 30 hotels. FHG manages assets with the following franchise affiliations: Holiday Inn, Wyndham, Hilton Garden Inn, Hampton Inn & Suites, Courtyard by Marriott, Springhill by Marriott, Fairfield Inn & Suites, TownePlace Suites and Residence Inn. FHG's Web site is www.fhginc.com
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